
  
 
 

Council of European Municipalities and Regions 
European Section of United Cities and Local Governments 

 

 

 
 
 

The Secretary General 

 
 

INVITATION 

 
To the Secretaries General and Directors of the 
national associations and associate members 
 
 
Brussels, 31 May 2016 
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Bratislava, 30 June - 02 July 2016 

 
 
 

Dear colleagues, 
 
In the framework of CEMR’s cooperation with the Observatory on Local Autonomy (OLA) – a 
network of researchers, state officials and local officials, specialised in studying decentralisation 
and management of local authorities – I would like to invite you to the Symposium in Bratislava on 
30 June and 1st of July 2016 (a study visit is foreseen on 02 July) on The Impact of Regionalisation, 
Joint Administration and Metropolitanisation over Local, Regional and Central Authorities in 
Europe. 
 
The recent update of the CEMR publication Local and Regional Governments in Europe, 
Structures and Competences, launched at the CEMR Congress in Nicosia last April, highlights on 
one hand the decrease of local entities, as a result of many reforms claiming to achieve economies 
of scale; and on the other hand, the increase of regions. This echoes a certain type of modelling 
of territorial organisation revealing the need to associate public local policies to the adequate 
territorial level. This is what we will debate in Bratislava.  
 
We will address the changes in local governance and devolution in Europe with examples from 
Africa as well, including in rural areas; and we will share the many initiatives of inter-municipal 
cooperation and metropolitanisation in various countries among which: Cyprus, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Libya, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, and the United-Kingdom. 
 

…/… 
 
  

http://www.ola-europe.com/en/accueil/


…/… 
 
 
CEMR is organising a specific round table on the perspective of local governments: are the 
contributions heard during these two days useful in practice? Are there elements to be used for 
advocacy, legislative reforms, or to reinforce the role of local and regional governments?  
 

Conference languages are English, French and Slovakian. 
 

Please find enclosed a draft programme of the symposium. 
 
There are no registration fees for CEMR members; participation for the lunches is €30 and for 
the dinner on Thursday 30th June is €25.  
 
For any information on the venue, the registration, and other practical information, please visit the 
following link: http://www.ola-europe.com/en/colloques/colloque-de-bratislava-30-juin1-et-2-
juillet-2016/ or contact Ms Line Salmon-legagneur, Scientific Administrator of the OLA network 
(line.salmon-legagneur@univ-lille2.fr, tel. +33 320 90 76 34). 
 
The information is available in French and English.  
 
For further questions, please do not hesitate to contact Angelika Poth-Moegele (Angelika.Poth-
Moegele@ccre-cemr.org), Executive Director European Affairs, and Nathalie Noupadja, 
Research and Studies Officer (Nathalie.Noupadja@ccre-cemr.org, tel. +32 2 213 86 92).  
 
I hope that you will be able to participate in this opportunity of knowledge sharing on a subject 
specifically identified by CEMR members as a priority, and look forward to seeing you in Bratislava. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Frédéric VALLIER 
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