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Call for applications to take part in a seminar for policy officers 
responsible for children’s issues of the national associations of local and 
regional authorities 
  
Dear Sir / Madam 
 
The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities is contributing to the Council of 
Europe’s ONE in FIVE Campaign by raising awareness of Europe’s towns and regions 
of the issue of sexual violence and abuse of children.  It is estimated that one child 
in every five is a victim of some form of sexual violence hence the title of the 
campaign. Through the Campaign, the Council of Europe aims to empower 
governments (national, regional and local), parliamentarians, professional networks, 
civil society, children, parents and carers, enabling them to take the necessary steps 
to stop this abuse.  
 
Local and regional authorities have a key responsibility to protect and promote 
citizens’ human rights which includes safeguarding children and young people.  The 
services that are needed to help victims of sexual violence are provided, in the main, 
at local and regional levels.  These are also the levels where preventive and 
awareness-raising measures can be most effective.  Local and regional authorities 
are, therefore, on the frontline of the fight to stop sexual violence and abuse of 
children and to implement action plans and strategies to deal with it and prevent 
future cases. 
 
Alone, it is not an easy task for the Congress to raise the awareness of Europe’s 
200,000 municipalities and regions of the ONE in FIVE Campaign. The national 
associations of local and regional authorities play an important role in promoting the 
work of the Congress, relaying information to their members.  They are ideally 
placed, therefore, to help the Congress promote the Campaign and the Pact of 
towns and regions to stop sexual violence against children. 
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Thus, the Congress, in cooperation with the Council of Europe Directorate General of 
Democracy (Children’s Rights Division) and the Province of Noord-Brabant 
(Netherlands), is organising a seminar to present the Council of Europe ONE in FIVE 
Campaign and the Congress’ Pact to the policy officers responsible for children’s 
issues from the national associations of local and regional authorities and to explore 
together how to cooperate on raising awareness of these instruments in order to 
encourage the associations’ members to commit to them.  Aware of the cuts some 
national associations are facing in funding, and therefore in staff numbers, it is 
important to work together without placing too great a burden on associations’ 
human and financial resources.   
 
The seminar is open to policy officers working on children’s issues from the 
governance level with the main responsibility for children’s policies, either local or 
regional.  The Council of Europe will cover the travel and subsistence expenses of 
one policy officer per member State.  Additional policy officers may attend the 
seminar at their own expense.  
 
The seminar will be held on 18 (all day) and 19 (morning only) December 2014 in 
the Province of Noord-Brabant (Netherlands). You will find enclosed a draft 
programme for your information. 
 
Those wishing to take part in this seminar are invited to complete and return to us 
(joanne.hunting@coe.int) the enclosed application form by 14 November 2014 at the 
latest.  We will contact successful applicants by 21 November 2014 about the 
modalities of their participation. 
 
If you require any further information on this seminar, please contact 
Joanne Hunting, co-Secretary to the Current Affairs Committee. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Andreas Kiefer 

 
 
cc Heads of national Delegations to the Congress 
 Secretaries of national Delegations to the Congress  
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