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Seminar 

 

Europe’s towns and regions joining forces to fight  

sexual violence and abuse of children 

 
A seminar organised for the attention of the  

national associations of local and regional authorities  

 

Council of Europe ONE in FIVE Campaign  

to stop sexual violence against children 
 

18 and 19 December 2014, Province of Noord-Brabant (NL) 

 

Background 
 

Protecting children from violence has been a priority at the Council of Europe for many years and in 

2010, a pan-European campaign was launched to address the issue of sexual exploitation and abuse.  

This campaign is entitled ONE in FIVE because it is estimated one child in every five is a victim of some 

form of sexual violence.  The Campaign is to run until the end of 2015. 

 

Through the Campaign, the Council of Europe aims to empower governments (national, regional and 

local), parliamentarians, professional networks, civil society, children, parents and carers, enabling 

them to take the necessary steps to stop sexual violence against children.  

 

Local and regional authorities have a crucial strategic role in protecting children from sexual violence 

and in assisting victims in their physical and psycho-social recovery. This important role is anchored in 

the Lanzarote Convention which is one of the most ambitious and comprehensive international legal 

instruments on the protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. It takes as its 

starting point the relevant United Nations and Council of Europe standards, extending them to cover 

all possible kinds of sexual offences against minors and criminalising them. 

 

The importance of the local and regional dimensions of the Campaign 
 

Local and regional authorities have a key responsibility to protect and promote citizens’ human rights 

which includes safeguarding and promoting the safety and welfare of children and young people.  The 

services that are needed to help victims of sexual violence are provided, in the main, at local and 

regional levels.  These are also the levels where preventive and awareness-raising measures can be 

most effective.  Local and regional authorities are, therefore, on the frontline of the fight to stop sexual 

violence and abuse of children and to implement action plans and strategies to deal with it and prevent 

future cases.  The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe is responsible 

for the implementation of the Campaign at local and regional levels. 
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The Congress’s Pact 
 

The Congress’ Pact of towns and regions to stop sexual violence against children guides local and 

regional authorities in the implementation of the provisions of the Lanzarote Convention at their levels.  

It provides suggestions for policies, strategies and practical initiatives to help them develop child-

friendly services, protect children and help prevent sexual violence within their municipality or region.  

It is crucial it is given high visibility in all of the 200,000 local and regional authorities in the 47 Council 

of Europe member States.  Since it was launched, the Pact has been signed by over 60 local and regional 

authorities and associations in nineteen member States.  

 

Translated into twenty-two languages, the Congress’ Pact and its accompanying toolkit are available 

online to be downloaded, printed and distributed by the Congress’ partners.  A website and online 

platform (www.coe.int/congress-oneinfive) have been developed to facilitate the exchange of 

information and ensure a Europe-wide promotion of local and regional authorities' efforts to stop 

sexual violence against children.  An individualised account enables local and regional authorities, 

elected representatives and associations to share information on their policies and initiatives, thus 

promoting an exchange of good local and regional practices at European level. 

 

The Congress’ partners 
 

The national associations of local and regional authorities play an important role in promoting the work 

of the Congress in the member States.  They are best placed for relaying information about the 

Congress’s activities to the towns and regions which are their members.  Through their action, they are 

able to promote local and regional democracy, improve local and regional governance and promote the 

Council of Europe’s values, in particular the protection of human rights, which of course include 

children’s rights.  The national associations help and advise their members in policy development to 

respond to the challenges facing society today, protecting children is one of those challenges.  They are, 

therefore, ideally placed to help the Council of Europe and the Congress to promote the Campaign and 

the Pact. 

 

Aims and objectives of the seminar 
 

The aim of this seminar is to present the Council of Europe ONE in FIVE Campaign and the Congress’ 

Pact to the policy officers responsible for children’s issues from the national associations of local and 

regional authorities and to explore together how to cooperate on raising awareness of these instruments 

in order to encourage the associations’ members to commit to them. 

 

Specific objectives 
 

The seminar would specifically: 

 

o present the ONE in FIVE Campaign; 

o inform the participants about the provisions of the Council of Europe Convention on the 

protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (Lanzarote Convention); 

o present the Congress’ Pact and discuss how local and regional authorities can effectively 

implement the Lanzarote Convention, at their tier of government, in order to combat, prevent and 

deal with cases of child abuse and exploitation; 

o highlight the importance of multi-agency and multi-level cooperation and strategies; 

o share ideas and examples as to how local and regional authorities can put in place effective 

measures to ensure that the child victim is supported in a child-friendly manner; 

http://www.coe.int/congress-oneinfive
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o discuss ways in which the national associations can raise the visibility of the Campaign amongst 

their members so as to contribute to increased awareness of the issue of sexual violence, encourage 

commitment to the Pact, and lead to the adoption of relevant policies and strategies; 

o present the ONE in FIVE Campaign’s communication and visibility tools. 

 

Aware of the cuts some national associations are facing in funding, and therefore in staff numbers, it is 

important to work together to find ways to promote the Campaign without placing too great a burden 

on associations’ human and financial resources. 

 

The working languages for the seminar will be English and French. 

 

The participants 
 

The participants will be national associations’ policy officers responsible for children’s issues.  The 

Council of Europe will cover the travel and subsistence expenses of one person per member State, from 

the governance level responsible for children’s policies (local or regional).  Policy officers from other 

national associations are welcome to participate at their own cost and are invited to register by 

10 December 2014. 

 

No participation fees are payable. 

 

 

For further information about the seminar, please contact: 

 

In the Congress: In Noord-Brabant: 

Joanne HUNTING Charlotte BOL 

Co-Secretary to the Current Affairs Committee Policy Adviser International Relations 

Council of Europe Province of Noord-Brabant 

Tel: +33 3 88 41 31 61 Tel: +31 736812179 

 

E-mail: joanne.hunting@coe.int E-mail: Cbol@brabant.nl 

 

mailto:joanne.hunting@coe.int
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Draft programme 

 

Thursday, 18 December 2014 
 

08.30 - 08.55 Registration of participants 

 

09.00 - 09.15 Opening session 

(5’ each) 

 Wim van de DONK, King’s Commissioner, Noord-Brabant (Netherlands) (TBC) 

 Leen VERBEEK, Vice-President of the Congress (TBC) 

 Mikaël POUTIERS, Children’s Rights Division, Directorate General of Democracy, 

Council of Europe (TBC) 

 

 Moderator:  

 

09.15 - 10.45 Why it is urgent to put an end to sexual exploitation and abuse of children 

 

(20’) The grim truth about sexual violence against children in Europe today 

 Prof Dr Ton LIEFAARD, UNICEF Chair in Children's Rights, Leiden Law School 

(Netherlands) (TBC) 

 

(20’) Stopping sexual violence against children: the Council of Europe’s ONE in FIVE 

Campaign 

 Mikaël POUTIERS, Children’s Rights Division, Directorate General of Democracy, 

Council of Europe 

 

(35’) Discussion  

 

10.30 - 10.50 Coffee break  

 

10.50 - 12.30 How are children’s rights protected by law? 

 

(20’) The Lanzarote Convention: a comprehensive international legal instrument to 

protect children 

 Bragi GUÐBRANDSSON, Chairperson of the Committee of the Parties to the 

Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual 

Abuse (Lanzarote Committee) (TBC) 

 

(20’) Integrating the provisions of the Lanzarote Convention into local/regional law 

 Antonios ANTONIADIS, Minister for the Family, Health and Social Affairs, 

German-speaking Community of Belgium (TBC) 

 

(20’) Delegating powers from the national to the local level 

 Jana BOHUŇOVSKÁ, Deputy Lord Mayor, Brno (Czech Republic) (TBC) 

 

(40’) Discussion 
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12.30 – 14.30  Lunch  

 

14.30 – 15.50 Working together for a more effective protection of children 

 

 Moderator:  

 

(20’) An integrated approach to preventing and dealing with sexual violence against 

children 

 Roz GLADDEN, Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Health and 

Adult Social Care, Chair of the Health, Care and Safeguarding Select Committee, 

Liverpool (United Kingdom) (TBC) 

 

(20’) Multilevel cooperation: exchanging good practices to define good policies 

 Eberhard van der LAAN, Mayor of Amsterdam, Chair of the Taskforce on Child 

Maltreatment and Abuse (Taskforce kindermishandeling en seksueel misbruik) 

(Netherlands) (TBC) 

 

(20’) Creating a child-friendly environment where the victim feels secure and comfortable 

 Gordana BULJAN FLANDER, Director of the Zagreb Centre for Child Protection 

(Croatia) (TBC) 

 

(20’) Title to come from PACE 

 Valeriu GHILETCHI, Chairperson of the Committee on Social Affairs, Health and 

Sustainable Development of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

(TBC) 

 

15.50 - 16.10 Coffee break  

 

16.10 - 17.30 Investing in children’s rights to promote their well-being and protect them from the 

detrimental consequences of poverty 

 

(20’) Setting up independent institutions to protect and promote children’s rights 

 Marc DULLAERT, Children’s Ombudsman of the Netherlands 

 

(20’) Championing children’s rights in times of austerity: why local and regional 

authorities must maintain spending levels on child policies 

 Dr Simon HOFFMAN, Senior Lecturer, College of Law, Swansea University (TBC) 

 

(40’) Discussion 
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Friday, 19 December 2014 
 

09.00 - 10.20 Raising awareness of the ONE in FIVE Campaign and the Congress’ Pact 

 

 Moderator: Joanne HUNTING, co-secretary to the Congress Current Affairs 

Committee, responsible for the implementation of the Campaign at local and regional 

levels (TBC) 

 

(20’) A Pact of towns and regions to stop sexual violence against children 

 Johan van den HOUT, Congress Thematic Spokesperson on Children 

 

(20’) ONE in FIVE Campaign materials and communication tools 

 Mikaël POUTIERS, Children’s Rights Division, Directorate General of Democracy, 

Council of Europe 

 

(40’) The role of the national associations of local and regional authorities in encouraging 

their members to commit to the Campaign and Pact: examples of good practice 

 Xxx, (TBC) 

 Xxx, (TBC) 

 

10.20 - 10.40 Coffee break 

 

10.40 - 12.00 Brainstorming on how the Congress and the national associations can cooperate to 

encourage Europe’s towns and regions to join the Campaign and sign the Pact 

 

 Discussion 

 

(10’) Conclusions 

 Johan van den HOUT, Congress Thematic Spokesperson on Children 

 


